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Range Map- VEFL 
Figure from Wolf 
and Jones 2000 



LCR-Specific References
 
• Rosenberg et al. (1991) • Field notes from 1994 
• Nelson and Mannon LCR Bird Study: P. Hurley, 

(1993) 6 March - 4 June 1994, J. Martin, 
4 Feb – 3 July 1994, A. Averill 11 

• Lynn and Averill (1996) Feb - 30 July 1994 

• Neale et al. (1994) • K. Blair:Transect Data, 
1998-2012 • Neale and Sacks 

(1994) • LCRMSCP Reports: 
GBBO, SWCA, SSRS, • Averill et al. (Unpub. SBCM (1996-present) manuscript) 

• eBird  Data  • CBC data, 1980-2011 



Rosenberg et al. (1991)
 
• 1972-1984 
•	 “Rare and Local Breeder,” “Max: 21, 

December 1950, Havasu NWR” 
•	 “Few pairs remain along BWD” 
• Along entire mainstem of LCR, “breeding 

pairs number no more than 10 and these 
are widely scattered:” 
– Blythe Golf Course, Clark Ranch?, Parker Dam 

Residences, Willow Valley Estates? 



Averill et al. (1994), Field Notes, Averill 

and others (1994)
 

• DOCUMENTED AT LEAST 30 PAIRS OF
 

VEFL BREEDING ON BWRNWR AND
 

PLANET RANCH (???) 

• 62 NESTING ATTEMPTS CONFIRMED 

• 55 NESTS CONFIRMED 
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VEFLs BWRNWR 1998‐2012 (K. Blair) 

Gate (r1) Kohen (a1) Esquerra (a2) 
S.Esquerra (sjv) Planet/Mohave (r2) 



Recent Efforts on LCR= Few 

VEFLs
 

• GBBO-AREA SEARCHES, 2007-PRESENT , 
SYSTEM-WIDE, ALL AVIFAUNA 

• SWCA-SWFL SURVEYS, RIPARIAN HABITAT, 
+10 YEARS 

• SSRS-YBCU SURVEYS, RIPARIAN HABITAT, 
5 YEARS 



BWRNWR DECLINE?
 

• 1972-1984 	VEFL NOT COMMON ON BWR, 
VERY COMMON 1992-EARLY 2000S 

• PLANET RANCH IN FULL ALFALFA 
PRODUCTION DURING AVERILL ET AL. UNTIL 
1997-98 

• HIGH NUMBERS OF VEFL POSSIBLY A 
TEMPORARY PEAK DUE TO AG ACTIVITY 



BEGINNING FEB 2012, APPROX. 40 SITES WITH 
POSSIBLE HABITAT VISITED FROM NEEDLES-YUMA: 
• Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Habitat 

• Open Mesquite “grasslands” 

• Golf Courses 

• Trailer/RV and other Parks/Campgrounds 

• Any open grassy area with trees 



VEFL 
Habitat, 
Esquerra 
Ranch, 
BWRNWR 



VEFL Habitat, Kohen Ranch, 
BWRNWR 



VEFL Habitat, Ahakhav Tribal 
Preserve 

Photo Courtesy of 
PhainopeplaFables.com, L. Harter 

Habitat Courtesy of Fred 
Phillips! 



Ahakhav Tribal Preserve 



Ahakhav Tribal Preserve 



VEFL   Habitat, CRIT Ahakhav Tribal 
Preserve 





Parker Dam Residences 



VEFL LOCATIONS: 
Lake Havasu, Rotary Park 
Bill Williams NWR 
Parker Dam Residences 
River Lodge Golf Course 
River Island State Park 
Buckskin State Park 
La Paz County Park 
Big River Community Park 
Emerald Canyon Golf Course 
CRIT Ahakhav Preserve 
Blythe Golf Course 
Blythe Cemetery 
McIntyre Park 
Hidden Shores Golf Course 
Territorial Prison- Yuma
 



GOOD NEWS FOR VEFL : 

• RESTORATION HAPPENING EVERYWHERE: 
CO. RIVER DELTA-MX, HUNTER’S HOLE, 
YEW, LAGUNA, CIBOLA NWR, CVCA, 

 PVER, CRIT AHAKHAV PRESERVE, 
PARKER DAM RESIDENCES (A POSSIBLE 
FUTURE SITE), HNWR-BEAL, BIG BEND, 
WITH MORE TO COME… 

• VEFLS STILL PRESENT ON LCR FROM 
YUMA TO BWR, +10 PAIRS 

• EASY TO DETERMINE PRESENCE OF VEFL 



2013 – Determine Baseline 

Population Abundances
 

• DEVELOP COMPLETE SURVEY SITE LIST 
BASED ON PRESENCE OF SUITABLE HABITAT 

• RANDOMLY CHOOSE SUB-SAMPLE OF SITES
 

• BEGIN TESTING SURVEY METHODS (RAPID 
AREA SEARCHES/SPOT MAPPING?) 



Photo by M. Given and J. 
Chavez 




