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Western Cuckoo breeding habitat

Bill Williams River NWR SSRS

• Riparian forest specialists

San Pedro RNCA



SSRS

Bill Williams River NWR



Typical woody riparian veg, LCR 
(nonfunctional former floodplain, Needles AZ)  

SSRS



LCR MSCP

Photo: LCR MSCP

• re-create >3000 ha riparian, >1600 ha C-W



LCR MSCP 
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2008 – 2013 LCR

2013 Survey 
Detections



PALO VERDE ECOLOGICAL RESERVE



CVCA : Banded 2009 (’10, ’11, ’12, ‘13)

2013 MSCP returns PVER : banded 2009 (’12, ‘13)

David Vander Pluym

• Both After Fifth Year 2013
(at least 6 years old)



Nest highlight 2013

Typical YBCU nest

PVER nest 2013…

PVER7:1 year old

Success!



Stromberg et al. 2010 Forest Ecology & Management 259

• Each flood adds new cohorts

• Eventually no space left

• Without scouring floods, C-W 
forests predicted to senesce

Future Trends –
Pioneer C-W 



Migration and Winter Range –
LCR->Chaco



Pre- and post-breeding staging 

LCR Breeding site Rio Grande Breeding site

LCR pre-/post-

breeding
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Wallace et al. 2013



Overlapping Winter Ranges

LCR Winter range

Rio Grande Winter range 

(Sechrist et al. 2012)
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