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Loop migration and Chaco wintering by a 
Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo (McNeil, Tracy, 
and Cappello in review, stay tuned)



Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge SSRS/BOR

• Riparian forest specialists

• Current typical riparian habitat –

nonfunctional former flood plain



LCR MSCP

Photo: LCR MSCP

• Re-create >3000 ha riparian, >1600 ha C-W
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2008 – 2014 LCR

Ybcu Survey 
Detections: 7 
Years



# Active nests monitored by week, LCR 2014



Nest Highlight ‘Crescent nest’ on sloping 
Goodding’s willow stump, 
road edge CVCA 2

Diane Tracy/SSRS/BOR

Typical YBCU nest



Dispersal highlight

118 
km

156 
km

• Hatched from either PVER or Cibola 
NWR (Crane Roost), 2012

• Resighted at Beal 2014 – largest 
natal dispersal distance so far



• Banded/nested PVER 2, 2009
• Resight/nested PVER 4, 2012
• Resight/nested PVER 5 2013
• Recap/nested PVER 6 2014
• After Sixth Year 2014

YBCU Age Record

SSRS/BOR



GPS Data logger deployment: n=7

SSRS/BOR
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