Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Beal Lake Conservation Area

The Beal Lake Conservation Area is a partnership
between the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species
Conservation Program (LCR MSCP) and the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The conservation
area was established to create a mosaic of habitats
within Arizona on the Havasu National Wildlife
Refuge, which is located near Needles, California.

The 433-acre conservation area, shown in red on the
attached map, is a mosaic of disconnected
backwaters that are managed for native fishes and
cottonwood-willow habitat that is managed for a
variety of riparian obligate native species. An
additional area, shown in blue, is planned for
cottonwood, willow, and honey mesquite restoration.

Disconnected Backwater. In 2001, 6-foot-deep channels were excavated within the shallow 225-acre
Beal Lake to provide deeper areas for native fishes. The excavated sediment was deposited on land
adjacent to the lake, where the material was mixed with existing soils and divided into a series of fields
that could be independently planted, irrigated, and managed. This dredging of the backwater, which
removed approximately 165,000 cubic yards, was completed in 2004; responsibility for maintaining the
backwater was assumed by the LCR MSCP after the program began in 2005. In 2019, additional
portions of the lake are scheduled to be deepened by dredging to a depth of 12 feet to provide thermal
refuge for native fishes during summer months. The LCR MSCP will manage the lake throughout the
life of the program to support populations of bonytail and razorback suckers and to provide habitat for
marsh bird species such as the California black rail, western least bittern, and the Yuma clapper rail.

Cottonwood-Willow. Today, the 119 acres of Fremont cottonwood and Goodding’s willow habitat on
the banks of Beal Lake are managed using a variety of native riparian plant restoration and habitat
management practices, with results monitored and documented annually. A number of wildlife

species have been detected at the Beal Lake Conservation Area, including the Arizona Bell’s vireo,
Gila woodpecker, Sonoran yellow warbler, southwestern willow flycatcher, summer tanager, vermilion
flycatcher, yellow-billed cuckoo, northern Mexican gartersnake, California leaf-nosed bat, pale
Townsend’s big-eared bat, western red bat, western yellow bat, MacNeill’s sootywing skipper, and the
Colorado River cotton rat.

Riparian Habitat Expansion. In 2018, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and LCR MSCP agreed to
expand the conservation area from 433 acres to approximately 1,000 acres. The habitat creation concept
includes establishing additional cottonwood-willow and honey mesquite habitat, in association with
small patches of marsh, along the northern and western shores of the lake that will be managed for

LCR MSCP species.

For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at:
WWW.|Crmscp.gov.



http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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- Backwater: 225 ac.
[ Cottonwood-willow (CW): 120 ac.
LCR MSCP Managed: 655 ac.
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