Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Hart Mine Marsh

Hart Mine Marsh is a partnership betweenthe | =
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species &
Conservation Program (LCR MSCP) and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
conservation area, located on the Cibola
National Wildlife Refuge in Arizona, is a
255-acre created marsh habitat, which is
managed for LCR MSCP wildlife species.

Hart Mine Marsh was initially created by
overbank floodflows from the Colorado
River. With changes in the river system,
including water operations and management,
the dynamic processes that once maintained
this marsh have been all but removed.

Hart Mine Marsh is now managed using
drainage waters from the refuge’s agricultural fields. Until recently, the marsh had no outlet, resulting in
poor water quality and highly saline upland areas mostly dominated by invasive saltcedar.

Marsh. Marsh habitat was established by removing non-native vegetation; excavating and contouring
the cleared area to provide shallow benches for emergent marsh plants to become established and deep
channels for water movement to improve water quality; and constructing water control structures to
manage water levels throughout the marsh. Once clearing and contouring was completed, marsh
vegetation was established using a combination of planting and water level management. Drainage
water, delivered through Arnett Ditch, is used as base flow for the marsh. Additional Colorado River
water can be delivered either directly through irrigation canals into the marsh or blended with

Arnett Ditch water to increase flows and manage water levels within the marsh complex. The 255-acre
marsh was completed in 2010 and is being managed and monitored for LCR MSCP wildlife species.

The resulting marsh provides habitat for the following LCR MSCP wildlife species: Yuma clapper rail,
California black rail, western least bittern, Colorado River cotton rat, and MacNeill’s sootywing skipper, as
well as other resident and migrating bird species along the lower Colorado River.

For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at:
www.lcrmscp.gov.



http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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