Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Laguna Division Conservation Area

The Laguna Division Conservation Area is a
partnership between the Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program (LCR
MSCP) and the Bureau of Reclamation.

The conservation area was established to create a
mosaic of habitats in both Arizona and California
between Imperial and Laguna Dams.

Cottonwood-Willow and Honey Mesquite. To
create the conservation area, over 1,200 acres of
undeveloped ground was shaped and contoured.
Approximately 3,200,000 cubic yards of dirt was
excavated to create channels within the remnants
of former river meanders. A base flow of 100
cubic feet per second of Colorado River water is
diverted from the Gila Gravity Main Canal
forebay and flows over %2 mile through a 48-inch-diameter pipe and enters the conservation area on the
north end. Open water areas were created in the form of linear excavations aligned with historic river
meanders. Adjacent terraces were graded to allow for flooding and to promote the establishment of
native riparian species. Water control structures within the conservation area were designed to manage
water levels by raising and lowering the water surface. Water exits the conservation area through the
southern end, approximately 3 miles away, and rejoins the Colorado River in the Laguna Reservoir for
downstream delivery.

The Laguna Division Conservation Area was designed and constructed to minimize annual operation and
maintenance costs. The water delivery system does not require onsite personnel, and there are no pumps
to maintain. In California, 150 acres of cottonwood-willow and 16 acres of honey mesquite have been
established. In Arizona, 979 acres of cottonwood-willow and 26 acres of honey mesquite have been
established. In total 1,171 acres of habitat are now managed and monitored for LCR MSCP covered
species and irrigated by gravity diversion.

The habitat of the Laguna Division Conservation Area is expected to attract a variety of LCR MSCP
covered species including the California black rail, Yuma clapper rail (Ridgeway’s rail), Southwestern
willow flycatcher, yellow-billed cuckoo, Yuma hispid cotton rat, and western least bittern.

For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at:
www.lcrmscp.gov.



http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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