Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Planet Ranch

Planet Ranch is a partnership between the
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species
Conservation Program (LCR MSCP) and
the Arizona Game and Fish Department.
Planet Ranch is located approximately
20 miles east of Parker, Arizona,
immediately upstream and adjacent to
the Bill Williams River National Wildlife
Refuge. The Bill Williams River flows west
from Alamo Lake through the ranch and
the national wildlife refuge and into

Lake Havasu.

In December 2015, the LCR MSCP acquired
a lease for Planet Ranch from Freeport
Mineral Corporation to use this property for a LCR MSCP conservation area. The land (3,418 acres) and
water rights (5,549 acre-feet) were subsequently donated to the Arizona Game and Fish Commission. A
conservation plan will describe the creation of aquatic and riparian habitat for LCR MSCP native fishes
and wildlife species in a manner that minimizes the risks of impacting riparian, marsh, and mesquite
habitat on the refuge downstream. The acquisition of Planet Ranch secured the river corridor so
controlled flood events, called ecological releases, can periodically occur from Alamo Dam for riparian
habitat establishment and management along the Bill Williams River. In addition to the passive
restoration of riparian habitat expected from these ecological releases, cottonwood-willow habitat

will be planted in areas that are not expected to flood. Isolated backwaters will be constructed at

Planet Ranch as refugia for endangered native fish species, specifically razorback suckers and bonytail.

The entrance gates to Planet Ranch have been reopened to the public after 32 years of closure and
provide a travel corridor between La Paz and Mohave Counties. Portions of the road are privately
owned, and motorists are to remain on the existing roadway surfaces through the property.

Disconnected Backwaters. The design concept includes excavation of four backwaters, totaling

60 acres; installation of three groundwater wells to supply water to the ponds; and construction of a
sheet pile flood control structure for erosion control from both the Bill Williams River and from adjacent
washes. Construction is scheduled to begin in fiscal year (FY) 2019 and be completed by FY21.

Cottonwood-Willow. Stands of cottonwood-willow exist on Planet Ranch and are maintained by
groundwater and releases from Alamo Dam. Releases from the dam are coordinated with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Bill Williams River Corridor Steering Committee. Additional planting of
cottonwood and willow is planned to coincide with construction of the backwaters.

For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at:
www.lcrmscp.gov.



http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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