Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Pretty Water Conservation Area

The Pretty Water Conservation Area is a partnership
between the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species
Conservation Program (LCR MSCP) and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. The conservation area was
established to create honey mesquite habitat within
California on the Cibola National Wildlife Refuge,
located near Blythe, California.

The conservation area encompassed approximately

566 acres of undeveloped land adjacent to the Colorado
River on the refuge. In July 2006, lightning ignited a fire
that burned approximately 4,600 acres of saltcedar,
intermixed with mesquite trees, in California and
Arizona. The LCR MSCP agreed to restore, manage, and
monitor a portion of this burned area as a LCR MSCP
conservation area. Honey mesquite was established in
2015 and is being managed for LCR MSCP wildlife
species.

Honey Mesquite. The restoration of the area was accomplished by removing non-native vegetation and
planting honey mesquite and other native upland plant species. The honey mesquite trees were irrigated
during the summer months in 2015 but received no additional irrigation after the first season.

The resulting vegetation mosaic is expected to provide suitable habitat for populations of the Arizona
Bell’s vireo and vermilion flycatcher, as well as other resident and migrating bird species. To date, a
number of common riparian bird species have been detected at the conservation area. The MacNeill’s
sootywing skipper, a butterfly native to the Colorado River riparian ecosystem, has also been detected at
the Pretty Water Conservation Area.

For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at:
www.lcrmscp.gov.



http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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