Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Yuma East Wetlands

Yuma East Wetlands is located along the
Colorado River near downtown Yuma,
Arizona. A partnership —including the
Quechan Indian Tribe, City of Yuma,
Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area,
Arizona Game and Fish Commission,
and multiple federal and state agencies,
worked to restore 373 acres of habitat.

Habitat restoration activities began at the
site in 2004 and were supported by
grants from the Arizona Water
Protection Fund and Reclamation.
Invasive salt cedar stands were cleared,
backwater channels and shallow marshes
were excavated, and native riparian and marsh vegetation were planted. In 2013, the Lower Colorado
River Multi-Species Conservation Program entered into partnership with the Quechan Indian Tribe, City
of Yuma, Arizona Game and Fish Commission and the Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area to
support the long term management of the Yuma East Wetlands.

The Yuma East Wetlands is now a mosaic of different vegetation communities, including cottonwood-
willow, honey mesquite and marsh. The project is located within the Pacific Flyway, a major migration
route for hundreds of species of birds, including Southwestern Willow Flycatcher, Yellow Billed
Cuckoo, and Yellow Warbler. Marsh birds, such as the endangered Yuma Clapper Rail and Least
Bittern, have colonized the created habitat. Other species, like Western Red Bat, Yellow Bat, and Yuma
Hispid Cotton Rat, which are covered by the LCR MSCP, have also been confirmed using the site’s
restored cottonwood-willow land cover type.

Restoration techniques ranged from earth moving with heavy equipment, to collecting and propagating
native plant cuttings by hand. Invasive salt cedar is removed, chipped, and spread as ground cover
onsite. Native salt grass, bulrushes, cottonwoods, and willows were collected locally as plugs or poles,
and planted in newly cleared areas.

The wetlands provide opportunities for low impact recreation for residents and visitors. Canoeing, bird
watching, fishing and hiking can be enjoyed year-round at this model restoration project.



For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP website at:

WwWw.lcrmscp.gov
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