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INTRODUCTION

The Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (LCR MSCP) is
a multi-stakeholder, Federal and non-Federal partnership that seeks to balance
the use of Colorado River water resources with the conservation of native
species and their habitats in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. This
comprehensive program impacts many different groups, including the partner
agencies and organizations represented on the LCR MSCP Steering Committee,
the scientific community, local communities, Native American Tribes, farmers,
recreationists, and the general public. A public outreach strategy was developed
to communicate with and inform audiences about LCR MSCP implementation.
As part of these efforts, the LCR MSCP reports annual outreach
accomplishments.

TOURS AND GROUP PRESENTATIONS

The LCR MSCP conducts research, monitoring, fish stocking, and habitat
creation and management projects on over 400 miles of the lower Colorado River
from Lake Mead to the U.S.-Mexico Border. This requires the LCR MSCP to
engage partners who are spread out geographically throughout Arizona,
California, and Nevada. One of the most effective ways to create an
understanding of the work taking place at LCR MSCP conservation areas, as
well as the program area at large, is through occasional tours of the projects and
the surrounding communities. Tours and special group presentations provided
during the year are discussed below.



Fiscal Year 2016 Outreach Activities

Water Education Foundation Lower Colorado River
Tour

Partner: Water Education Foundation
Date: March 2, 2016
Location: Big Bend Conservation Area, Laughlin, Nevada

The Water Education Foundation (WEF) is a non-profit organization that seeks to
create a better understanding of water resources and foster public understanding
and resolution of water resource issues through facilitation, education, and
outreach. Each year, the WEF organizes a series of water tours to provide
participants with an up-close perspective on a variety of topics related to water
resource management, water quality, environmental restoration, and other related
topics.

e mﬂ‘ The 3-day WEF tour started at
" -_— = Hoover Dam and eventually reached

—

- the Salton Sea, profiling many sites

along the way. One of the stops

was at the Big Bend Conservation

Area, where staff provided a brief

overview of the LCR MSCP and
discussed how the Big Bend

: Conservation Area fits into the

{ overall program.

Figure 1.—Attendees of the WEF tour were
provided with a brief walking tour of the
Big Bend Conservation Area near Laughlin,
Nevada.
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CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

Conferences and scientific meetings provide forums to discuss the technical
details and issues related to conservation area development, fish and wildlife
monitoring, fish augmentation, and species research with program partners,
subject-matter experts, and other interested parties. These gatherings allow
resource managers and scientists to compare best practices and stay informed
about important research findings and issues of regional importance. Conferences
and meetings that involved substantial program involvement are discussed below.

Colorado River Water Users Association Annual
Conference

Date: December 16-18, 2015
Location: Las Vegas, Nevada

The Colorado River Water Users Association “is a non-profit, non-partisan group,
formed to study, formulate, and advise on ways to protect and safeguard the
interests of all who use the Colorado River.” Their annual meeting in Las Vegas
draws hundreds of interested parties to discuss issues related to water accounting,
ongoing and new issues in water law, municipal reuse and conservation programs,
and many other issues related to water use along the Colorado River. The

LCR MSCP continues to host an exhibit booth at this conference.
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Colorado River Aquatic Biologists Annual Meeting

Date: January 6-7, 2016
Location: Laughlin, Nevada

The Colorado River Aquatic Biologists (CRAB) is an informal group of mainly
fisheries biologists, representing Federal, State, Tribal, and private entities,
working in the Colorado River Basin. The group meets each January to share
fisheries status updates and research findings, and to discuss topics of current
importance pertaining to Colorado River fisheries. Presentations are generally
focused on the Colorado River Basin from the Mexican border to Lake Powell.

CRAB meetings are considered to be the main local venue for information
sharing between fisheries workers involved with both native and sport fishes.
LCR MSCP projects are a major part of the native fish component of each annual
CRAB meeting. In 2016, 86 individuals attended the CRAB meeting, with a total
of 41 presentations made by attendees that included both LCR MSCP and non-
LCR MSCP related topics.

A Web page dedicated to the CRAB is hosted within the LCR MSCP Web site
(http://lwww.lcrmscp.gov/crab/crab.html). Presentations from 2011 to the present
are posted as well as details about upcoming meetings.

Colorado River Terrestrial and Riparian Annual
Meeting

Date: January 26-28, 2016
Location: Laughlin, Nevada

The Colorado River Terrestrial and Riparian (CRTR) Group helps facilitate
communication and information sharing for individuals or groups working on
terrestrial, riparian, and marsh habitat issues, including habitat restoration, natural
resource monitoring, and research related to the Lower Colorado River watershed.
Organized by the LCR MSCP, an annual meeting is hosted for any and all groups
working on Colorado River issues. In 2016, at least 116 individuals attended the
CRTR meeting, with 27 presentations made by attendees, including both

LCR MSCP and non-LCR MSCP related topics.

A Web page dedicated to CRTR meeting information is hosted within the
LCR MSCP Web site (http://www.lcrmscp.gov/crtr/crtr.ntml). Presentations
from 2007 to the present are posted as well as details about upcoming meetings.


http://www.lcrmscp.gov/crab/crab.html
http://www.lcrmscp.gov/crtr/crtr.html
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EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

Educational outreach is an effective way to establish long-term support for
LCR MSCP program objectives. School groups often request guest speakers or
someone to provide field trips.

A wide variety of education outreach events were performed, including classroom
presentations, career day events, and hosting college student volunteers during
several field surveys. Table 1 provides details on the educational outreach efforts
made during fiscal year 2016.

Table 1.—Summary of K-12 and university outreach efforts made during fiscal year 2016

Number of
students
School Grades Dates contacted Program type
James Gibson 4 2/3/2016 60 Classroom presentations

Elementary School
(Henderson, Nevada)

Andrew J. Mitchell 2 2/24/2016 19 Classroom presentations
Elementary School
(Boulder City, Nevada)

Arizona State University, University 3/04/2016 5 Conference room
Colleges at Lake Havasu presentations
City
William Beckley 4 5/04/2016 40 Classroom presentations
Elementary School and science demonstrations
(Las Vegas, Nevada)
Wendell Williams Pre-K 5/20/2016 360 Career Day
Elementary School through 5t
(Las Vegas, Nevada)
Estimated total 484

students contacted
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FESTIVALS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Festivals and special events entice the general public to participate and learn
about a variety of topics, including science and conservation. To be successful,
these events often require the participation and support from large numbers of
organizations, with one organization taking the lead to produce the event.

By participating in large festivals and events, the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) is able to gain visibility for the LCR MSCP from a large number
of people without having to organize the event. Some large events, such as the
Las Vegas Science Expo, have attracted as many as 10,000 attendees within a
single day. During fiscal year 2016, the LCR MSCP participated in the festivals
and special events listed below.

International Migratory Bird Day

Partners: Clark County Parks and Recreation, Reclamation, Bureau of
Land Management, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Southern Nevada
Water Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Red Rock Audubon
Society

Date: March 23, 2016
Location: Clark County Wetlands Park

The Clark County Wetlands Park partnered with six local agencies to host its third
“International Migratory Bird Day” celebration, which introduces the public to
the world of birds. The LCR MSCP has participated for all three years.
Approximately 411 people attended the 2016 event, which was a 43-percent
increase in attendance from 2015. The event also drew attention from local media
outlets, including the Las Vegas Review Journal (“County marks third annual
International Migratory Bird Day—PHOTOS,” newspaper article, March 23,
2016, http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/water-environment/county-marks-
third-annual-international-migratory-bird-day-photos) and Nevada Public Radio
(“Migrating Birds Enjoy Valley’s Mild Spring Temps,” article, March 21, 2016,
https://www.knpr.org/knpr/2016-03/migrating-birds-enjoy-valleys-mild-spring-
temps).


http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/water-environment/county-marks-third-annual-international-migratory-bird-day-photos
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/water-environment/county-marks-third-annual-international-migratory-bird-day-photos
https://www.knpr.org/knpr/2016-03/migrating-birds-enjoy-valleys-mild-spring-temps
https://www.knpr.org/knpr/2016-03/migrating-birds-enjoy-valleys-mild-spring-temps

Fiscal Year 2016 Outreach Activities

Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge,
“Friends and Family Day”

Date: March 5, 2016
Location: Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge

“Friends and Family Day” was a public event that included archery, fishing,
hiking, arts and crafts, and conservation organization booths. The event attracted
approximately 75 visitors, mostly from the local area. Some of the attendees had
never been to the refuge before, including both long-term local residents and new
residents.

Figure 2.—Volunteers and refuge staff help kids fish during “Friends and Family
Day.”
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BioBlitz (at Clark County Wetlands Park)

Date: April 29-30, 2016
Location: Clark County Wetlands Park

A BioBlitz is an intense period of biological surveys conducted by the public in
an attempt to record all living species within a designated area. Clark County
Wetlands Park and numerous local agencies and non-profit groups partnered this
spring to host this event in an effort to energize and inspire the local community
to discover the park and the dozens of species of native plants and wildlife in their
local area.

This year’s BioBlitz attracted approximately 253 individual participants plus

100 staff, partners, and volunteers. Of the 100 people working the event, 45 were
student helpers from Liberty High School and Basic High School (Clark County,
Nevada), and 20 were local science experts who staffed the science field stations.
The LCR MSCP contributed to the event by hosting, or co-hosting, two species
identification stations — one during the Friday evening session (April 29) for bat
monitoring and identification (co-hosted with the Nevada Department of Wildlife)
and another station during the Saturday morning session (April 30) for fish
monitoring and identification.

At the conclusion of the 2-day event, a total of 93 species of birds, plants,
mammals, fish, and invertebrates were identified (within the Clark County
Wetlands Park) and recorded into the iNaturalist Web site (www.inaturalist.org)
by 52 “observers.” This event is titled, “Clark County Wetlands Park BioBlitz
2016.”

Figure 3.—LCR MSCP fisheries technician, Sarah Bosquet, holds a
yellow bullhead catfish captured during the BioBlitz event.


http://www.inaturalist.org/
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Las Vegas Science Expo

Partners: Las Vegas Science Festival
Date: May 2, 2015
Location: Cashman Expo Center, Las Vegas, Nevada

This full-day event attracted 7,200 attendees to the Cashman Expo Center

(Las Vegas, Nevada) to learn and participate in hands-on science demonstrations,
view exhibits and animals, and to learn about local science programs. The

LCR MSCP has participated in this annual event every year since it began in
2011. At this event we distributed illustrated posters, covered species bookmarks,
and program information while talking with participants about the program’s
conservation efforts along the lower Colorado River.
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YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS AND
VOLUNTEER PROJECTS

Parker Dam Youth Corps Project

Partners: Arizona Conservation Corps
Date: November 29 — December 6, 2016
Location: Parker Dam Camp

The Arizona Conservation Corps, based out of Flagstaff, was recruited to remove
non-native plant species form Parker Dam Camp. Oleander (Nerium oleander)
plants and non-native trees were marked for removal. Beneficial and native
plants were left in place.

The eight-person crew consisted of a lead supervisor, an assistant lead supervisor,
and six general workers. Approximately 80 percent of the oleander onsite was
removed by the youth corps along with several non-native trees. The primary
focus was along the main access road and around the metal building adjacent to
the main road. The crew performed this task in an efficient and professional
manner.

Figure 4.—Arizona Conservation Corps members tour Parker Dam with Reclamation
staff during the invasive plant control project.

10
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Other Volunteers

During fiscal year 2016, volunteers contributed 193 hours of labor to the
LCR MSCP program. These individuals included students from Arizona
State University, Colleges at Lake Havasu City, and unaffiliated individuals.
Volunteers assisted with razorback sucker monitoring on Lake Havasu and
bat mist netting surveys within the LCR MSCP program area.

11
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